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Question 

 
Can you please clarify how Case 112 and Q&A 2009-26 are consistent with regard to the 
requirement to sail the course in order to finish? 
 
Answer 
  
The definition Finish states three circumstances under which a boat crossing a finishing line has 
finished. ISAF Case 112 Q&A 2 addresses only one of them, namely a boat that crosses a 
finishing line after sailing the full course length intended by the race committee, but without 
having corrected an error at an earlier mark, and does not correct that error. By not correcting 
her error she has broken rule 28.1, which is a separate issue but she has finished, for the first 
(and only) time. 
  
Q&A 2 of Q&A 2009-26 addresses the third way to finish, namely after correcting an error such 
as may have happened in ISAF Case 112. The correction will annul the previous Finish and the 
boat has now both finished and complied with rule 28.1. 
  
Q&A 1 of Q&A 2009-26 clarifies Q&A 2 of ISAF Case 112 in saying that sailing the full course 
length intended by the race committee but having left a mark on the wrong side, as in ISAF Case 
112, is a different issue from crossing a finishing line having not yet sailed the full course length, 
which ISAF Case 112 does not address. 
  
Discussions arising from Case 112 and Q&A 2009-26 suggest that these distinctions are not 
clear from the rules themselves, and that these distinctions raise important policy issues. The 
chairman of the Racing Rules Committee has appointed a small working party to address these 
issues  

In the interim, the ISAF Regulation 31.3 says in part that 'The cases are authoritative 
interpretations of the rules for all racing ....' Regulation 31.3.8 says that 'Answers to questions 
provided by the Racing Rules Question and Answer Panel published on the ISAF website are 
not authoritative interpretations and explanations of the Racing Rules. However, they are 
carefully considered opinions of an experienced panel whose members have a thorough 
knowledge of the Racing Rules and extensive experience as competitors or as race officials.' 

 

 


